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DETAILED ACTION 
Status 

1 . This is a first office action in response to the RCE filed 10/20/05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C 102(e)). 

1. Claims 16-25, 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Westerlage et al (6295449) 

Regarding claim 1, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose an apparatus (216, 224; figs. 
5&7) for data acquisition for a control center 226 (figs. 5, 6), the apparatus (216, 224) 
comprising: 
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a control and monitoring system (system 300-302 in unit 224, fig. 8; col. 22, lines 3 1-36, 
lines 57-60) directly controlling (col. 22, lines 31-36, lines 57-60) operational states of a device 
(pager/remote ringer; col. 22, lines 31-36, lines 57-60), the device (pager/remote ringer; col. 22, 
lines 31-36, lines 57-60) coupled to said control apparatus (216, 224) via control signals 
(wireless control signals, figs. 5, 6); 

at least one input interface (238, 240, 266, 272-276, etc; fig. 7) for supplying input 

signals; 

a transmitting/receiving unit 218 (figs. 5&6); 

a signal processing apparatus 246 (col. 16, lines 25-45) coupled to the input interface 
(238, 240, 266, 272-276, etc; fig. 7) for signal processing of the input signals to derive output 
data in accordance with a first set of predetermined rules, said signal processing unit 246 
including a data analysis unit to record (col. 16, lines 25-45) selected input signals at 
predetermined times in accordance with recording rules defined in advance by the control center 
(DTMF or modem data, fig. 8, col. 16, lines 20-38) for short-term monitoring of information 
derived from the input signals; and 

an output interface 216 (col. 7, lines 53-65; col. 16, lines 25-45), coupled to the signal 
processing unit 246, for supplying the output data (see wireless link, figs. 5-7) from said signal 
processing unit 246 to said transmitting/receiving unit 218 (figs. 5&6) for at least one of 
automatic transmission or transmission initiated on request. 

Regarding claim 17, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16, further comprising at least one writeable memory for storage of an operating system 
for the apparatus and the recording rules remotely loaded via the transmitting/receiving unit. 
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Regarding claim 18, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16, characterized in that the apparatus has a data converter, which is arranged between the 
input interface and the signal processing unit and which is used for removing distortion from the 
supplied input signals and for providing a standard data format for the input signals. 

Regarding claim 19, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 18, characterized in that the apparatus has an address allocation unit, which is provided 
between the data converter and the input interface, and is intended for conversion of a source- 
specific addresses of the input signals to the address format of the data converter. 

Regarding claim 20, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein the apparatus is installed in a mobile vehicle which is operated by a motor or 
engine, and has a generator of a supply voltage, and 

wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

a power supply connection (figs. 1&7) coupled to the generator of the supply 
voltage in the vehicle, said transmitting/receiving unit and said signal processing unit; and 

a detection unit, coupled to said power supply connection and to said data analysis 
unit, to detect at least whether the generator of the supply voltage source is in operation, and to 
interrupt said data analysis unit when the generator of the supply voltage source in not in 
operation. 

Regarding claim 21, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 20 further comprising a memory, coupled to the signal processing unit, to store a second 
set of predetermined rules, and wherein said signal processing unit further comprises a data 
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processing unit to record information data derived from the input signals in accordance with the 
second set of predetermined rules. 

Regarding claim 22 (as best understood), Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the 
apparatus as claimed in claim 21 , wherein said memory further comprises a first memory area 
containing predetermined rules for keeping the supply voltage source in operating mode, and a 
second memory area containing predetermined rules for not keeping the supply voltage source in 
operating mode. 

Regarding claim 23, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 21, wherein the signal processing apparatus has an alarm unit, coupled to said memory and 
to said data processing unit, for monitoring information data derived from the input signals in 
accordance with predetermined alarm rules, and wherein the apparatus further comprises a 
memory to store predetermined rules for the alarm unit. 

Regarding claim 24, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 23, characterized in that the apparatus has an alarm archive for storing information on 
alarms that have occurred. 

Regarding claim 25 Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 21, characterized in that the signal processing unit includes a monitoring unit, coupled to 
said at least one input interface, for monitoring of the input signals and the information data. 

Regarding claim 27, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16 further comprising a GPS interface to connect the apparatus to a GPS receiver. 

Regarding claim 28, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein the input signals are operating data relating to one of a vehicle and a machine. 
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Regarding claim 29, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 28; characterized in that the apparatus is integrated in a car radio receiver and in a car radio 
receiver/mobile telephone appliance. 

Regarding claim 30, Westerlage et al (figs. 5-12) disclose the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said transmitting/receiving unit transmits the output data to at least one of the 
control center and a predetermined receiver. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/20/05 have been fully considered but they are not all 
persuasive. 

The applicant is arguing that the prior art, Westerlage does not disclose "a single 
apparatus as recited in the claims". The examiner disagrees. After carefully combing and going 
through the claims, the examiner did not find any limitation that suggests or narrows the claims 
to read "a single apparatus". The applicant does not explain the meaning of single apparatus in 
the context of the disclosure. Thus any arguments related to "a single apparatus" as urged by the 
applicant are way out off the tangent in relation to the present case and will not be further 
addressed since such a limitation is not part of the current claims. 

The applicant further argues about the examiner using a combination of references to 
make a hindsight rejection. The examiner is appalled by such accusations since there was no 
obviousness rejection or any combination of references used in the rejections. 
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Next the applicant asks for an explanation on how a modem acts as a control and 
monitoring system to control the operational states of a device as claimed. Well, a modem 
modulates/demodulates signals, and also determines the speed at which data is 
uploaded/downloaded thus controlling the performance of a device. In the word, modem, --mo- 
stands for modulation and — dem— stands for demodulation. 

Next, the applicant requests that the examiner should call the applicant for an interview to 
discuss amending the claims before issuing another action to the present case, that is if the 
examiner believes that the prior art still reads on the claims. Well, the examiner will have loved 
to call the applicant for an interview, but due to the work load and time constraints, the examiner 
will not be able to make such a phone call at this time. In addition, the examiner knows of no 
further amendments to suggest to the applicant at this time. If the applicant believes that there is 
an amendment that could be made, then the applicant is welcomed to call and arrange for an 
interview. 

It is believed that the rejection is proper. Thus limitations in pending claims 16-25, 27-30 
are believed to be disclosed by the prior art. 

Comm unication 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronnie Mancho whose telephone number is 571-272-6984. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-.6878. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 1 13. 

10/29/05 



